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6. Function or Use 
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Site of Indjan V i J  J age irrigated farms, agricultural 
Battle site fields 

animal facilities 

7. Description 
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(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
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roof 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY 

The s i t e ' s  major topographic f e a t u r e s  in  January 1863, a s  today, 
a r e  Bear River ,  B a t t l e  Creek ( i n  1863 known a s  Beaver Creek),  
Wayland Hot Spr ings ,  the Bear River bottoms (meadows), the b l u f f s  
bounding the Bear River bottoms and B a t t l e  Creek, and Cedar 
Poin t .  A l l  these f e a t u r e s  were important t o  the Northwestern 
Shoshonis' choice of t h i s  s i t e  f o r  the winter  encampment of Bear 
Hunter and h i s  people,  the a t t a c k  by the Army, and the ensuing 
massacre. 

I 

DESCRIPTION 

o Bear River--The r i v e r ,  wi th  i t s  c r y s t a l - c l e a r  wa te r s ,  meanders 
through the  a r e a ,  flowing from n o r t h e a s t '  t o  southwest,  u n t i l  i t  
reaches Wayland Hot Spr ings ,  where the course changes ab rup t ly  to  
the south.  The r i v e r  i s  about 175 f e e t  ac ross  and, i n  the 
meanders, small  i s l ands  d iv ide  the r i v e r ,  i n t o  two channels.  The 
r i v e r ,  except  during the sp r ing  run-off and fol lowing 
c loudburs t s ,  averages th ree  t o  four  f e e t  deep, but  the re  a r e  deep 
holes  where the water i s  overhead in  depth.  

o  B a t t l e  (Beaver) Creek--A conf luent  of Bear River ,  t h i s  stream 
heads a  number of mi les  n o r t h e a s t  of the proposed Nat ional  
H i s t o r i c  Landmark. B a t t l e  Creek debouches i n t o  the Bear River 
bottoms through a  hollow tending from nor  thwes t t o  sou theas t  . 
Afte r  coming ou t  i n t o  the bottom, the s t ream, a s  i t  bears  o f f  t o  
the south  t o  discharge i n t o  Bear River downstream from today ' s  
U.S. 91 Highway b r idge ,  flows through a  rav ine  bounded on the  
e a s t  by a  cutbank. I n  1863 the rav ine  was screened by a dense 
growth of willows. 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance - 
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. . 
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Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Si nificance Significant Dates 
National Regis te r  Signif icance:  Ju ly  1162-~utumn 1863 &mry 29, 1863 
19th Century 1932 1932 
ETHNIC-HERITAGE: N a t i v e  American 
M i l i  t a r v  

I 

NHL Signi f icance :  
x. kskstem -ion of tk EkitiSh bla-ies ad tk 

kited States. 176.3-1899 
C.  Milim- . . PYrrrican C=xltact ard Gnflirst - 
5 . P ~ k t e r n M x m t A 2 ~  

Significant Person 

Cultural Affiliation 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SUMMARY 

The Bear River Massacre S i t e ,  the loca t ion  of a  despera te  and 
bloody tragedy t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from 25 years  of h o s t i l i t i e s  between 
the Northwestern Shoshonis--driven t o  despera t ion  by l o s s  of 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  sources  of food and lifeways--and the 
C a l i f o r n i a  Volunteers ,  i s  deemed to  be n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
because i t  possesses  "except ional  va lues  i n  i l l u s t r a t i n g  o r  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  the h e r i t a g e  of the United S t a t e s  in  h i s  tory . .  . . I f  

The s i t e  a l s o  possesses  "a  high degree of i n t e g r i t y  of l o c a t i o n ,  
se t ' t i ng ,  - f e e l i n g  and as soc ia t ion . "  

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  the  Bear River Massacre s i t e ;  a s  the scene of 
the b l o o d i e s t  massacre, o r  "promiscuous wholesale s l a u g h t e r , "  of 
Native Americans t o  take p lace  i n  the West in  the years  between 
1848 and 1891,  meets one of the c r i t e r i a  f o r  designat ion a s  a  
Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Landmark: 

( 1 )  I t  is  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  events t h a t  have made a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ion  t o ,  and a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  . . . the 
broad p a t t e r n s  of United S t a t e s  h i s t o r y  and from which an 
understanding and apprec ia t ion  of these  p a t t e r n s  may be 
gained. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Western His to r i an  Don Russe l l  i n  a  J u l y  1973 a r t i c l e  i n  The 
American West t i t l e d ,  "How Many Indians Were Ki l l ed?  White Man 
Versus Red Man; The Fact  and the Legend," focuses on 
confronta t ions  between the U.S. M i l i t a r y  and v i g i l a n t e  fo rces  and 
Native Americans in  the v a s t  trans-Miss i s s i p p i  region. On doing 
s o ,  Russe l l  accepted the d e f i n i t i o n  of a  "massacre" a s  being "a 
promiscuous wholesale s l a u g h t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of those who can make 

see continuation sheet 
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o Wayland Hot Springs- -The hot s p r i n g s ,  on the west bank of Bear 
River ,  made t h i s  a r e a  a popular winter  campground f o r  the 
Northwestern Shoshonis. 

o Bear River Bottoms (Meadows) --The bottoms through which the 
r i v e r  meanders vary from three-quar te rs  t o  a mile across .  Near 
the r i v e r  bank there  were willows and deciduous t r e e s  t h a t  had 
shed t h e i r  leaves  f o r  the winter .  Between those t r e e s  and the 
B a t t l e  Creek rav ine  i n  1863 was a meadow. 

o B lu f f s  and Benches--The a r e a  of i n t e r e s t  south  and e a s t  of 
Bear River f i n d s  a s t e e p  l i n e  of b l u f f s  r i s i n g  from a mean he ight  
of 4500 f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l  to  4720 f e e t ,  i n s ide  of 600  t o  800 
f e e t  of l i n e a r  d i s t ance .  The b l u f f s  and the bench beyond toward 
the sou theas t  were, i n  1863, grown up i n  p r a i r i e  g ras ses  and 
sagebrush. 

On the n o r t h  s i d e  of Bear River ,  the escarpment--except 
downstream from today' s highway bridge-- i s  f a r t h e r  back from the 
r i v e r  , and, discount ing the a rea  where B a t t l e  Creek debouches 
i n t o  the bottoms, i s  n o t  a s  s t e e p  a s  the b l u f f s  on the r i v e r ' s  
south  s i d e .  Once up on to  the escarpment, the p r a i r i e  g r a s s  and 
sagebrush-covered n o r t h  bench r o l l s  away toward L i t t l e  Mountain. 

B a t t l e  (Beaver) Creek debouches through a s teep-sided hollow, as  
does Deep Creek, which bounds the s tudy a r e a  on the west. 

o Cedar Point--This i s  the  s t eep  b l u f f  overlooking from the west 
the a r e a  where B a t t l e  (Beaver) Creek emerges o u t  onto the Bear 
River bottoms. Here the escarpment, in  a l i n e a r  d i s t ance  of 550 
f e e t ,  r i s e s  200 f e e t .  

Cu l tu ra l  f e a t u r e s  contemporary wi th  the massacre include the 
S o l d i e r s '  Ford, the Vi l l age  S i t e ,  and the Montana T r a i l .  These 
a r e  loca ted  a s  fol lows:  

o S o l d i e r s '  Ford--There a r e  two poss ib le  s i t e s  f o r  the ford used 
by the  Ca l i fo rn ians  t o  c r o s s  Bear River t o  a t t a c k  the v i l l a g e .  
The f i r s t  of these is  a t  the  sharp bend in  the  r i v e r  3000 f e e t  
upstream from the U . S .  Highway 91 br idge.  The second is  3000 
f e e t  f a r t h e r  upstream a t  a s i t e  due e a s t  of the Pioneer Women' s 
H i s  t o r  i c a l  Marker. 
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o Northwestern Shoshoni Vi l l age  Site--The 70 lodges occupied by 
Bear Hunter ' s  and Sagwich's people were s i t e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
B a t t l e  (Beaver) Creek, extending south ,  from where the stream 
debouched i n t o  the Bear River bottom, f o r  300-400 yards .  Bear 
Hunter 's  lodge was on the west s i d e  of the c reek ,  400 t o  500 f e e t  
northwest of the Pioneer Women's H i s t o r i c a l  Monument. 

The bodies of the s e v e r a l  hundred Shoshonis k i l l e d  on January 29, 
1863, were l e f t  by the s o l d i e r s  where they f e l l ,  a  prey t o  wolves 
and magpies. Capt. James L. F i sk ,  in  the autumn of 1863, v i s i t e d  
the scene and wrote,  "Many of the  ske l tons  of the Indians y e t  
remained on the ground, t h e i r  bones s c a t t e r e d  by wolves." 

o Montana Trail--The road from S a l t  Lake Ci ty  t o  the Montana 
mining camps passed through the a r e a  from e a s t  t o  west ,  s k i r t i n g  
the escarpment a t  the f o o t  of Cedar Poin t .  

There a r e  a l s o  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  subsequent t o  those assoc ia ted  
wi th  the massacre. I n  add i t ion  to  roads g iv ing  access  t o  the 
homes of farmers and rancher s ,  these roads have passed o r  pass 
through the s tudy a rea .  They a r e :  

o U.S. Highway 91--This improved hard su r face  road c rosses  Bear 
River downstream from the S o l d i e r s '  Ford and passes  e a s t  of the 
v i l l a g e  s i t e  a s  i t  cont inues n o r t h  and west 57 miles  to  
Pocate l lo .  This i s  a noncontr ibut ing resource ,  a s  i s  the highway 
br idge.  

o Gravel County Road--This road p a r a l l e l s  the West Cache 
Canal and i s  a noncontr ibut ing resource.  

o The former alignment of the Utah and Northern Railroad can be 
t raced through the s tudy a rea .  I t  crossed Bear River s e v e r a l  
hundred f e e t  above the Highway 91 br idge and p a r a l l e l e d ,  t o  the 
e a s t ,  today ' s  U.S. 91 t o  the s i t e  of the Pioneer Women's 
H i s t o r i c a l  Marker, near  which i t  crossed U.S. 91 and continued 
n o r t h  and west up B a t t l e  Creek hollow. While t h i s  t r a c e  has 
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i t  does n o t  con t r ibu te  to  the s i t e ' s  n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

o West Cache Canal--This d i t c h ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  the escarpment' s 
western f r i n g e  on the Bear River bottoms, provides water f o r  
i r r i g a t i o n  purposes and is  a noncontr ibut ing resource.  
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o Pioneer Women' s H i s  t o r  i c a l  Marker- -This rock and concrete  
monument, w i th  plaques dedicated on September 5 ,  1932, was 
e rec ted  by the Frankl in  County Daughters of the Utah Pioneers ,  
Cache Valley Council,  Boy Scouts of America, and the Utah Pioneer 
T r a i l s  and Landmarks Associat ion.  I t  i s  loca ted  e a s t  of U.S. 91 
near  B a t t l e  Creek and i d e n t i f i e s  the s i t e .  In  1956 the " B a t t l e  
Creek" marker was rededicated and a  second plaque added to  the 
oppos i te  s i d e  by the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.  This 
monument is  a  con t r ibu t ing  resource.  

Within the s tudy a r e a ,  t he re  a r e  a  number of o the r  
noncontr ibut ing resources .  These a r e  homes and improvements, 
including i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h e s ,  fences ,  f i e l d s ,  e t c .  , made by the 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  support  t h e i r  farming and ranching a c t i v i t i e s .  
They have have, however, l imi t ed  impact on the h i s t o r i c  scene. 
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l i t t l e  r e s i s t ance . "  Within t h i s  con tex t ,  Russe l l  nex t  i d e n t i f i e d  
and reviewed f i v e  massacres of Native Americans t h a t  "have 
received the most a t t e n t i o n  from h i s t o r i a n s  and which produced 
the most c a s u a l t i e s . "  [ I  ]  

F i r s t  in  time and synonymous with horror  was Colorado's infamous 
Sand Creek Massacre of November 19,  1864, when the " f i g h t i n g  
preacher" Col. John M. Chivington and h i s  Colorado Volunteers 
k i l l e d  130 Cheyennes, "two- t h i r d s  of them women and chi ldren ."  
Chivington subsequently wrote t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  days before  the 
a t t a c k  on the Indians ,  he met in  Denver wi th  Brig. Gen. P a t r i c k  
E. Connor, who to ld  him: 

I think from the temper of the men t h a t  you have and a l l  I 
can l e a r n  t h a t  you w i l l  g ive  these Indians a  most t e r r i b l e  
thresh ing  i f  you c a t c h  them, and i f  i t  was in  the mountains, 
and you had them i n  a  canon, and your t roops a t  one end of 
i t  and the Bear r i v e r  a t  the o t h e r ,  a s  I had the Pi-Utes 
[Shoshoni],  you could ca tch  them, b u t  I am a f r a i d  on these 
p l a i n s  you won't  do it .  [2]  

The second massacre of Native Americans i d e n t i f i e d  by Russe l l  was 
the " b a t t l e "  of the Washita, November 27, 1868, when L t .  Col. 
George A. Custer and h i s  t roopers  of the 7  t h  U.S. Cavalry 
a t tacked  Black K e t t l e ' s  v i l l a g e ,  on the Washita River in  p resen t  
Oklahoma, k i l l i n g  some 103 Cheyenne war r io r s  and a  number of 
women and ch i ld ren .  The next  such major episode occurred on 
January 23, 1870, on the Marias River in  Montana T e r r i t o r y ,  where 
Maj. Eugene M e  Baker and h i s  2nd U.S. Cavalry k i l l e d  173 Piegans,  
120 men and 53 women and chi ldren .  Then, the next  yea r ,  a t  Camp 
Grant,  Arizona T e r r i t o r y ,  on Apr i l  20, 1871 , 170 v i g i l a n t e s  
a s s a i l e d  and k i l l e d  some 150 Aravaipa Apaches. The l a s t  and most 
notor ious  massacre c i t e d  by Russe l l  took p lace  a t  Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, on December 29, 1890. Here 84 Sioux men, 44 women, 
and 18 chi ldren- -a  t o t a l  of 146--were k i l l e d  by troops of the 7 t h  
U.S. Cavalry and t h e i r  four  howitzers.  R u s s e l l ' s  "reasonable 
t o t a l "  of Indian dead in  the f i v e  massacres was 61 5. [3]  

A s  Western His tor ian  Brigham Madsen has noted in  h i s  heralded 
pub l i ca t ion ,  The Shoshoni F r o n t i e r  and the  Bear River Massacre, 
"The A f f a i r  a t  Bear River" on January 29, 1863, was n o t  listed by 
Western His to r i an  R u s s e l l ,  "a1 though i t  r e s u l t e d  in  more 
c a s u a l t i e s  then any of the f ive"  he descr ibed.  "The reasonable 
f i g u r e  of a t  l e a s t  280 Shoshoni deaths  a t  Bear River makes the 
massacre one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t  Indian d i s a s t e r s  i n  Western 
American H i s  tory." 
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Brigham Madsen has concluded t h a t  the Bear River Massacre has 
been l a r g e l y  fo rgo t t en  o r  glossed over by h i s t o r i a n s  and the 
genera l  pub l i c ,  because: 

(a) The Mormons have n o t  been "overanxious i n  h igh l igh t ing  and 
approving s l augh te r  of Indian men, women, and chi ldren ."  

(b) Bear River ,  occurr ing s i x  years  a f t e r  the Mountain Meadow 
Massacre, the l e s s  "sa id  about Mormon exul tance over another  
wholesale k i l l i n g  of innocents the b e t t e r .  . . . 1) 

(c)  There has been a change i n  h i s t o r i c a l  perspec t ives .  Western 
His to r i an  Hubert H. Bancroft ,  w r i t i n g  in  1890, 27 years  a f t e r  
Bear River ,  observed, "Had the . . . [ Indians]  committed t h i s  deed 
i t  would pass i n t o  h i s t o r y  a s  butchery o r  a massacre." 

(d) Although the engagement a t  Bear River was b ig  news i n  Utah 
and C a l i f o r n i a ,  the s t o r y  did n o t  a t t r a c t  much a t t e n t i o n  in  the 
r e s t  of the  na t ion .  The b i g  Eastern and Midwestern newspapers 
and i l l u s t r a t e d  magazines , a s  wel l  a s  t h e i r  r eade r s ,  were 
engrossed wi th  C i v i l  War headl ines  and f e a t u r e  s t o r i e s .  For 
example, E.B.  Long, i n  h i s  much c i t e d  encyclopedic The C i v i l  War 
Da b Da , An Almanac, 1861-1865, l i m i t s  h i s  e n t r y  re ferenc ing  
i d h ' i k d r e  to  these words, "Federal  t roops defeated the Bannock 
[ s i c ]  t r i b e  of Indians i n  an engagement a t -    ear River o r  Bear 
Creek in  Utah Terr  ." [4]  

NARRATIVE 

A. Colonel Connor and H i s  C a l i f o r n i a  Brigade Rees tab l i sh  a 
M i l i t a r y  Presence Among the S a i n t s  

1 . The March Eas t  

The C i v i l  War confronted the War Department and the Department of 
the I n t e r i o r ' s  Bureau of Indian A f f a i r s  wi th  many vexing 
problems. Among the most urgent  of these was providing f o r  the 
s e c u r i t y  of the  Overland Mail and Telegraph Route and the 
C a l i f o r n i a  and Oregon T r a i l s  across  Nevada and Utah and, a f t e r  
1862, Idaho T e r r i t o r i e s .  In  the weeks a f t e r  the Apr i l  12 ,  1861 , 
bombardment and capture  of F o r t  Sumter and the  b a t t l e s  of F i r s t  
Manassas and Wilson's Creek, troops of the Regular Army which 
had p a t r o l l e d  these t r a v e l  rou tes  and communication l i n e s  were 
c a l l e d  e a s t  t o  help preserve  the Union a g a i n s t  Confederate 
armies. To reoccupy Nevada and Utah pos t s  would be the task  of a 
fo rce  commanded by Col. P a t r i c k  Edward Connor. Born i n  County 
Kerry, I r e l a n d ,  the 41-year-old Connor had emigrated t o  the 
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United S t a t e s  wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  a s  a c h i l d .  A ve teran  of the 
Second Seminole and Mexican Wars, the hot-  tempered Connor was a 
S tockton businessman, when, in September 1861 , he was named 
colonel  of the 3d C a l i f o r n i a  Volunteer In fan t ry .  [5]  

Colonel Connor received h i s  marching o rde r s  from Brig. Gen. 
George Wright, who, from h i s  San Francisco headquarters ,  
commanded the v a s t  Department of the P a c i f i c  t h a t  included much 
of the United S t a t e s  west of the Continental  Divide. Connor's 3d 
C a l i f o r n i a  In fan t ry  and a b a t t a l i o n  of the 2d Ca l i fo rn ia  Cavalry, 
more than 1 ,000 s t rong ,  marched eastward from Stockton by 
detachments during the  summer and autumn of 1862. Af ter  c ross ing  
the High S i e r r a s ,  Connor detached a company of i n f a n t r y  and one 
of caval ry  to  man For t  Churchi l l  in  the Carson Valley.  This pos t  
had been es t ab l i shed  in  1860 a t  the time of the Pa iu te  outbreak. 
In  e a s t e r n  Nevada, he ha l t ed  to bu i ld  For t  Ruby and dropped o f f  
two companies of in fan t ry .  Arr iving in  Great  S a l t  Lake Val ley,  
the Ca l i fo rn ians  f i r s t  reoccupied F o r t  Cr i t tenden (formerly Camp 
Floyd),  some 40 miles  south  of S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  then in l a t e  
October r e loca ted  to  a bench f r o n t i n g  the Wasatch Mountains and 
commanding S a l t  Lake City.  There they es t ab l i shed  Camp 
Douglas. [6]  

2. The S o l d i e r s  Move Out 

Colonel Conner, upon h i s  a r r i v a l  in  Utah T e r r i t o r y ,  found many of 
the Shoshonis, Bannocks, and Utes determined t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  
lands a g a i n s t  i n t e r l o p e r s ;  the mail  and te legraph rou tes  under 
a t t a c k  e a s t  and west of S a l t  Lake Ci ty ;  and the Oregon T r a i l  from 
South Pass t o  the Snake a l l  bu t  closed.  Colonel Connor f i r s t  
focused h i s  a t t e n t i o n  on the Northwestern Shoshonis. A company 
was rushed to  ga r r i son  F o r t  Bridger. Maj. Edward McGarry of the 
2d C a l i f o r n i a  Cavalry rode n o r t h  wi th  a b a t t a l i o n  t o  secure the 
r e l e a s e  of a 10-year-old white boy held by Bear Hunter, a 
m i l i t a n t  Northwestern Shoshoni c h i e f .  In  Cache Valley the troops 
encountered Bear Hunter ' s people,  sho t s  were exchanged, hostages 
taken, and the boy turned over to  the s o l d i e r s  by the 
Indians.  [ 7 ]  

3. Bloodshed Inflames Pass ions 

During the autumn of 1862 the re  had been a s i g n i f i c a n t  increase  
in  t r a f f i c  through the Northwestern Shoshoni country,  a s  miners 
t rave led  back and f o r t h  between the Grasshopper Creek and 
Beaverhead diggings in  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  and S a l t  Lake Ci ty  and the 
o t h e r  Mormon se t t l emen t s .  The Montana T r a i l ,  n o r t h  of F rank l in ,  
c rosses  Bear River ,  near  a favored winter  camp s i t e  used by Bear 
Hunter and h i s  people. [8 ]  
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On January 14,  1863, an express  r i d e r  re turned  to  S a l t  Lake City 
wi th  word t h a t  two expressmen had been k i l l e d  by Shoshonis on the 
Cache Valley road. He reported t h a t  the Shoshonis had sworn " t o  
avenge the  blood of t h e i r  comrades" s l a i n  by s o l d i e r s  l ed  by 
Major McGarry a t  Bear River Ferry in  e a r l y  December 1862, and 
t h a t  the " s p i t e f u l "  Indians planned to  " k i l l  any white man they 
should meet wi th  on the n o r t h  s i d e  of Bear River ,  t i l l  they 
should be f u l l y  avenged." Commenting on the murders, the e d i t o r  
of the Deseret  News advocated t h a t  s t e p s  be taken to - "d i spose  
them to  peace." [9]  

On January 5 ,  1863, ten miners t r a v e l i n g  south on the Montana 
T r a i l  were rumored t o  have been murdered by Indians.  Some 24 
hours l a t e r ,  e i g h t  men en rou te  t o  S a l t  Lake Ci ty  l o s t  t h e i r  way 
and s t r u c k  the Bear River oppos i te  the v i l l a g e  of Richmond. 
While th ree  of the pa r ty  crossed the r i v e r  t o  seek a s s i s t a n c e  
from the v i l l a g e r s ,  a  number of Indians a r r i v e d  a t  the camp, 
drove o f f  t h e i r  s t o c k ,  robbed the wagons, and behaved "very 
d iscour teous ly  t o  the f i v e  men." Following the r e t u r n  of the 
t r i o ,  the t r a v e l e r s  preva i led  on the Indians to  r e t u r n  some of 
t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  and crossed th ree  wagons t o  the r i v e r ' s  e a s t  
s i d e .  The Indians then opened f i r e  from the west bank and k i l l e d  
John H. Smith. Upon reaching S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  one of the  
surv ivors  signed an a f f i d a v i t  before  the T e r r i t o r i a l  Chief 
J u s t i c e  descr ib ing  Smith 's  murder. Whereupon, the Chief J u s t i c e  
issued a  warrant  f o r  the a r r e s t  of Bear Hunter, Sanpi tch,  and 
Sagwich of the Northwestern Shoshonis and ordered the T e r r i t o r i a l  
marshal to  seek the a s s i s t a n c e  of Colonel Connor to  " e f f e c t  the 
a r r e s t  of the g u i l t y  Indians." [ l o ]  

B.  Colonel Connor Takes the Field 

1 . Connor Gets a  Court Order 

Colonel Connor welcomed the cour t  o rde r ,  because, upon r e c e i p t  of 
word of the a t t a c k s ,  he had made plans f o r  a  pun i t ive  expedi t ion 
northward to  hammer the Cache Valley Shoshonis. He accordingly 
to ld  the marshal t h a t  "my arrangements f o r  our expedi t ion a r e  
made, and t h a t  i t  was n o t  my in ten t ion  to  take any 
p r i sone r s  . . . ." The co lone l ,  i n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t ,  noted:  

Being s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  they [ t h e  Indians]  were p a r t  of the 
same band who had been murdering emigrants on the overland 
mail  rou te  f o r  the p a s t  f i f t e e n  years  and [were] the 
p r i n c i p a l  a c t o r s  and l eade r s  i n  the hor r id  massacre of the 
p a s t  summer, I determined, al though the weather was 
unfavorable t o  an expedi t ion ,  t o  c h a s t i s e  them i f  poss ib le .  
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Connor, i n  planning the  e x p e d i t i o n ,  had f o r  h i s  guidance an o rde r  
i s sued  by Headquarters , Department of  the  P a c i f i c ,  da ted  A p r i l  7 ,  
1862, read ing :  "Every Ind ian  captured i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  dur ing  
the  p r e s e n t  war who has been engaged i n  h o s t i l i t i e s  a g a i n s t  
w h i t e s ,  p r e s e n t  o r  a b s e n t ,  w i l l  be hanged on the  s p o t ,  women and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  a l l  c a se s  be ing  spared." [ 1 1 ] 

Colonel  Connor, app r i s ed  t h a t  Chief Sanpi t c h  of the  Northwestern 
Shoshoni had t r ave l ed  down from Bear River t o  meet w i t h  Mormon 
Leader Brigham Young, became concerned t h a t  the  Ind ians  might 
l e a r n  of t h e  proposed e x p e d i t i o n ,  r e l o c a t e  t h e i r  w in t e r  
encampment, and dep r ive  h i s  C a l i f o r n i a  Volunteers  of  t h e i r  
oppor tun i ty  f o r  some " Ind ian  k i l l i n g .  " An e a r l y  advocate of 
c a r r y i n g  the  war t o  t he  Ind ians  a f t e r  they had s e t t l e d  i n t o  t h e i r  
w in t e r  v i l l a g e s ,  s o  t h a t  t he  w a r r i o r s ,  i f  a t t a c k e d ,  would be 
encumbered by t h e i r  women and c h i l d r e n ,  Connor, on January 19 ,  
a l e r t e d  h i s  s o l d i e r s  t o  be ready t o  take  the  f i e l d  on a  moment's 
n o t i c e .  A Mormon l e a d e r ,  l e a r n i n g  of t h i s ,  caut ioned t h a t  the  
exped i t i ons  then o u t f i t t i n g  would c a t c h  some f r i e n d l y  I n d i a n s ,  
murder them, and l e t  the  " g u i l t y  scamps remain undis turbed i n  
t h e i r  mountain haunts." [12]  

2. The March North 

On the  morning of January 21 , Capt. Samuel W. Hoyt of  Company K, 
3d C a l i f o r n i a  I n f a n t r y ,  took the  f i e l d .  H i s  command cons i s t ed  of 
69 f o o t  s o l d i e r s ,  two 6-pounder mountain howi tzers ,  and 15 wagons 
loaded w i t h  baggage and 20 days r a t i o n s  f o r  h i s  t roops  and g r a i n  
f o r  the  animals.  I t  was snowing a s  the  l i t t l e  column tramped o u t  
of Camp Douglas and took the  road l ead ing  northward. To keep the  
Ind ians  from l e a r n i n g  of the  army's p l a n s ,  s t o r i e s  were 
c i r c u l a t e d  t h a t  Hoyt' s people were en r o u t e  t o  p r o t e c t  wagons 
hau l ing  g r a i n  down t o  S a l t  Lake C i ty  from Cache Val ley.  

Captain Hoyt and h i s  t roops  made no e f f o r t  t o  conceal  t h e i r  
movements. They marched by day and camped e a r l y .  I f  seen by the  
I n d i a n s ,  t h e i r  s i g h t i n g  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  had been 
p l an t ed  t h a t  t h i s  was another  detachment s e n t  n o r t h  t o  provide 
s e c u r i t y  t o  a  slow-moving wagon t r a i n .  N i g h t f a l l  on the  26 th  
found Hoyt ' s  company camped a t  Mendon, where the  t roops  " l a i d  
over" a  day. [ I31  

Meanwhile, Colonel Connor had taken the  f i e l d  w i th  h i s  main 
column--220 ha rd - r id ing  o f f i c e r s  and men of  Companies A ,  H, K, 
and M ,  2d C a l i f o r n i a  Cavalry.  I t  was long a f t e r  dark on 
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January 24  when the horse s o l d i e r s  rode out .  Unlike the 
i n f a n t r y ,  the caval ry  was t o  conceal i t s  movements from f r i e n d  
and foe  u n t i l  wi th in  one day ' s  march of the Bear River v i l l a g e ,  
t a c t i c s  t h a t  the e d i t o r  of the San Francisco B u l l e t i n  bel ieved 
would prevent  the Indians from " skedadl ing t o  the mountains. " 
The cavalrymen were armed wi th  revolvers  and ca rb ines ,  were 
suppl ied wi th  ammunition, and each man c a r r i e d  three  days ' cooked 
r a t i o n s  in  h i s  haversack. 

Connor and h i s  f l y i n g  column, t r ave l ing  only a t  n i g h t ,  reached 
Mendon on the 27th,  where they rendezvoused wi th  Captain Hoyt's 
command. The weather had turned b i t t e r l y  co ld ,  and snow 
blanketed the ground i n  some places--such a s  the d iv ide  between 
Brigham Ci ty  and Cache Val ley-- to  a  depth of four  f e e t .  [ I 4 1  

The s o l d i e r s  spent  the day drawing r a t i o n s  and squaring t h e i r  
gear  away. They had been joined by Orr in  P.  Rockwell, an 
experienced Mormon scout .  Rockwell had heard of Shoshoni boas ts  
t h a t  they would " th rash  the s o l d i e r s  and cautioned Colonel Connor 
t h a t  these Native Americans, numbering some 600 f i g h t i n g  men, had 
"thrown up intrenchments t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  v i l l age . "  A miner,  
r e c e n t l y  back from the d iggings ,  had spoken wi th  s e v e r a l  
Northwestern Shoshonis, and they had to ld  him they had no grudge 
a g a i n s t  the Mormons, bu t  they intended t o  revenge themselves on 
white t r a v e l e r s  f o r  " i n j u s t i c e s "  i n f l i c t e d  on them by Major 
McGarry and h i s  caval ry .  

Captain Hoyt and h i s  infantrymen, e scor t ing  the howitzers and 
wagons, departed from Mendon a t  midnight on the 27 th.  Colonel 
Connor and the four  companies of horse s o l d i e r s  broke camp many 
hours l a t e r .  Hoyt's people,  marching 34 miles  in  17 hours ,  
entered Frankl in ,  12 miles  from the Bear River v i l l a g e ,  a t  dusk 
on the 28th. [ 1 5 ]  

3 .  The So ld ie r s  Reach Frankl in  and Connor Prepares 
a  Surp r i se  Attack 

Not long before  the s o l d i e r s  came i n t o  s i g h t ,  one of the 
v i l l a g e r s ,  i n  obedience t o  Bishop Preston Thomas ' i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
had sacked up n ine  bushels  of wheat t o  turn over t o  three  
Shoshonis s e n t  by Chief Bear Hunter. The wheat was an increment 
on the t r i b u t e  the Mormon farmers were in  h a b i t  of paying to  the 
Native Americans t o  keep the peace. Two of the th ree  horses  had 
been loaded, when the farmer looked to  the south and saw s o l d i e r s  
approaching. He warned the Indians ,  saying,  "Here come the 
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To uashes [ t h e  Shoshonis' name f o r  the s o l d i e r s ]  maybe, you w i l l  
h l l e d .  " The Indians answered, "Maybe Toquashes be k i l l e d  
too." Whereupon, the t r i o ,  n o t  wai t ing  f o r  the  t h i r d  horse t o  be 
loaded, mounted t h e i r  ponies and, leading  the horses ,  rode ou t  of 
Frankl in ,  heading northwest toward Bear River.  E a r l i e r  in  the 
day, Bear Hunter had v i s i t e d  the se t t l emen t .  Thus the Shoshonis 
were aware of the presence of Captain Hoyt and f o o t  s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  
d id  no t  know of the rap id  approach of Colonel Connor and h i s  four  
companies of caval ry ,  who d id  n o t  reach Frankl in  u n t i l  
midnight. [16] 

C. The Attack 

1 .  The Approach March 

Colonel Connor, t o  coordinate  the marches of h i s  i n f a n t r y  and 
caval ry  and insure  t h a t  they reached the b l u f f s  overlooking the 
Bear River encampment a t  the same time, a l e r t e d  Captain Hoyt and 
h i s  i n f a n t r y ,  howitzers ,  and wagons t o  move o u t  a t  1 a.m., on 
January 29. Hoyt was delayed, while searching f o r  l o c a l  guides 
to  conduct h i s  column t o  the ford  g iv ing  access  to  Bear Hunter 's  
v i l l a g e .  I t  was 3 a.m. before  two scouts  were i d e n t i f i e d  and 
Hoyt' s people took up the  march. Connor and h i s  four-company 
caval ry  b a t t a l i o n  h i t  the t r a i l  a t  4 a.m. The horse s o l d i e r s ,  
a f t e r  an eight-mile  r i d e ,  overtook and passed Hoyt's column, 
while  they slogged through snowdrif ts  four  miles  from the  r i v e r .  
The teams p u l l i n g  the howitzers and wagons had lagged f a r  behind 
the in fan t ry .  [ 1 7 ]  

2. The H i s t o r i c  Scene 

Major McGarry and the vanguard gained the  b l u f f s  overlooking Bear 
River a t  daybreak. Looking northwest over the r i v e r  and the 
bottom beyond, the horsemen saw smoke r i s i n g  from f i r e s  in  the 
Indian v i l l a g e  kindled by e a r l y  r i s e r s .  Bear River ,  then a s  now, 
flowing from n o r t h e a s t  t o  southwest, meanders across  a  l e v e l  
f lood p l a i n  t h a t  i s  about three-quar te rs  of mile  across .  The 
r i v e r ,  a t  the po in t  where the s o l d i e r s  came ou t  on the b l u f f s ,  
hugs the e a s t e r n  escarpment. After  coursing westward f o r  about 
one mi le ,  the r i v e r ,  near  Wayland Hot Spr ings ,  impinges a g a i n s t  a  
b lu f f  and changes d i r e c t i o n ,  flowing o f f  t o  the  south.  The 
b l u f f s  bounding the bottom to  the northwest and sou theas t  r i s e  
from 4,500 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l  to  4,700 f e e t .  
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The b l u f f  from where the s o l d i e r s  surveyed the v i l l a g e  was so  
s t e e p  t h a t ,  except where the Montana road came down o f f  the 
bench, i t  would be a hard r i d e  f o r  the caval ry  t o  g e t  down o f f  of 
i t .  Bear River ,  a t  t h i s  season of the  year  a t  the s i t e  of the 
f o r d ,  i s  about 175 f e e t  in  width and th ree  to  four  f e e t  deep. 
Beaver Creek ( f a t e d  t o  be h e r e i n a f t e r  known a s  B a t t l e  Creek) 
merges i t s  waters wi th  Bear River upstream from Wayland Hot 
Springs . 
Beaver Creek--flowing through a s teep-sided hollow--debouches 
i n t o  the Bear River bottom oppos i te  the b l u f f  from where Major 
McGarry s tudied  Bear Hunter ' s v i l l a g e .  Af te r  en te r ing  the 
bottom, Beaver Creek changes course from sou theas t  to  southwest , 
the  waterway p a r a l l e l i n g  Bear River to  i t s  confluence wi th  the 
l a r g e r  stream, downriver from today 's  U.S. Highway 91 br idge.  
Beaver Creek, f o r  much of the forthcoming f i g h t ,  provided the 
Shoshonis wi th  a s t rong  defensive p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  an a t t ack ing  
fo rce  c ross ing  a t  the ford.  Cedar P o i n t ,  a s t eep  headland, j u t s  
ou t  i n t o  the v a l l e y  and i s  f ronted  on the n o r t h e a s t  and southwest 
by Beaver Creek. A f l a t  f lood p l a i n  about one-third mile  across  
sepa ra te s  Bear River and Beaver Creek. [18] 

A correspondent f o r  the San Francisco B u l l e t i n  had accompanied 
Colonel Connor. He informed readers  t h a t  the Beaver Creek rav ine  
var ied  i n  depth from 6 to  1 2 f e e t  and was 30 t o  40 f e e t  wide, 
wi th  i t s  e a s t e r n  bank nea r ly  v e r t i c a l .  The Shoshonis had c u t  
th ree  openings through t h i s  bank t o  enable them t o  r i d e  t h e i r  
ponies in  and o u t  of the v i l l a g e .  There were erroneous r e p o r t s  
by people who should have known b e t t e r  t h a t  the Native Americans 
had constructed f i e l d  f o r  t i f  i ca t ions - - r  i f  l e - p i t s  and trenches--  
i n t o  t h i s  embankment t o  s t rengthen  t h e i r  pos i t ion .  Upon c l o s e r  
s tudy i t  was found t h a t  these "works" were s t e p s  dug i n t o  the 
cutbank to  a f f o r d  ease of access  t o  and from the rav ine .  

Colonel Connor observed, in  h i s  "After  Action Report ,"  t h a t  
"under the embankments they [ the Indians]  had constructed 
a r t i f i c i a l  covers of willows th ick ly  woven together ,  from behind 
which they could f i r e  without  being observed." Willows, some a s  
much a s  20 f e e t  in  he igh t ,  choked the Beaver Creek bed and 
extended up and over the  west bank and beyond t o  the s t e e p  b l u f f s  
southwest of Cedar Poin t .  [I91 
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3 .  Caught in  the Eye of the Hurricane--Bear 
Hunter' s Vi l l age  and People 

The Shoshoni v i l l a g e ,  beginning south of Cedar Po in t ,  bounded 
Beaver Creek and extended southward f o r  s e v e r a l  hundred yards .  
The v i l l a g e  pony herd was pastured on the meadow west of the 
creek and e a s t  of the b l u f f s .  The v i l l a g e  numbered 75 lodges,  
housing about 450 Shoshoni men, women, and chi ldren .  The s i t e - -  
wi th  the hot  s p r i n g s ,  b l u f f s ,  l u s h  meadows, and windbreaks--had 
f o r  years  been a  popular win ter  campground. 

The Shoshonis, a l e r t e d  t o  the approach of the s o l d i e r s  by Chief 
Sagwich, mil led about ou t s ide  t h e i r  lodges. They a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  the Army o f f i c e r s  would fol low t h e i r  usua l  pol icy  by 
demanding t h a t  the Indian l eade r s  sur render  those g u i l t y  of 
r ecen t  murders, o r ,  a t  wors t ,  demand hostages u n t i l  a  par ley  
could reso lve  ou t s  tanding d i f f e rences .  The Shoshoni l eade r s  
underestimated t h e i r  enemy and Colonel Connor' s determinat ion to  
employ maximum fo rce  to  make the roads and t r a i l s  of Utah 
T e r r i t o r y  secure t o  t r a v e l e r s .  Bear Hunter 's  and Sagwich' s 
people,  in  the face  of t h i s  t h r e a t ,  would have welcomed the 
support  of Chief Poca te l lo ,  bu t  Poca te l lo  and h i s  people had l e f t  
the v i l l a g e  on the 28th. [20] 

4 .  Major McGarry's Ba t t a l ion  Meets the 
Northwestern Shoshonis 

Colonel Connor, concerned t h a t  the Indians might escape i f  he 
waited f o r  Hoyt 's  people and the howitzers ,  t o ld  Major McGarry t o  
ford  Bear River ,  and "surround before  a t t a c k i n g  them, while I 
remained a  few minutes i n  the r e a r  to  g ive  o rde r s  t o  the  i n f a n t r y  
and a r t i l l e r y . "  Spearheaded by Companies K and M, the horse 
s o l d i e r s  spurred t h e i r  s t e e d s  down the s t e e p  escarpment and i n t o  
the ford .  The water was so deep t h a t  most of the men, although 
they f lexed  t h e i r  knees,  g o t  t h e i r  f e e t  wet. Pvt. John R. Lee of 
Company K r e c a l l e d ,  "That was a  bad looking r i v e r ,  ha l f  f rozen 
over and s w i f t .  The horses  d id  n o t  want t o  go in .  Two o ld  boys 
g o t  throwed by t h e i r  horses." West of the r i v e r ,  the C a l i f o r n i a  
Volunteers en tered  a  meadow some 400 t o  500 yards a c r o s s ,  bounded 
by the r i v e r  a t  t h e i r  r e a r  and Beaver Creek and Cedar Poin t  to  
t h e i r  f r o n t .  Out from the rav ine  to  meet the  on-coming s o l d i e r s  
s a l l i e d  50 w a r r i o r s ,  some on horseback and the r e s t  a foo t .  And, 
a s  Connor, who had n o t  y e t  crossed the r i v e r ,  was to ld  by Major 
McGarry, "with f i e n d i s h  mal igni ty  waved the sca lps  of white  women 
and challenged the t roops t o  b a t t l e . "  [21] 
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The B u l l e t i n ' s  war correspondent informed h i s  readers :  

Here redskins  were ev ident ly  f u l l  of good humor and eager 
f o r  the f r ay .  One of the c h i e f s  was ga l loping  up and down 
the bench in  f r o n t  of h i s  w a r r i o r s ,  haranguing them and 
dangling h i s  spear  on which was hung a  female s c a l p  i n  the 
f ace  of the t roops ,  while  many of the war r io r s  sang ou t :  
"Fours r i g h t ,  fou r s  l e f t .  Come on, you Ca l i fo rn ia  sons of 
b---- S ...." [22] 

5 .  Bear Hunter and H i s  Warriors More Than 
Hold Their  Own 

Major McGarry's response was p red ic t ab le .  Seeing t h a t  the 
v i l l a g e  was too ex tens ive  t o  surround wi th  h i s  f o r c e ,  many of 
whom were s t r a g g l i n g  across  the f o r d ,  McGarry ordered h i s  
cavalrymen t o  advance. Numbers were c a l l e d  and the men 
dismounted. Every f o u r t h  man was designated a s  a  horse-holder,  
and the volunteers  deployed a s  sk i rmishers ,  wi th  Company K on the 
l e f t  and Company M on the r i g h t .  The Shoshonis f i r e d  f i r s t  and, 
a f t e r  wounding a  s o l d i e r ,  withdrew, taking s h e l t e r  wi th  the r e s t  
of t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  men behind the n a t u r a l  parapet  ( f i r i n g  s t ep )  
formed by the  e a s t  bank of Beaver Creek. The s o l d i e r s  scrambled 
f o r  cover and re turned  the Indians '  f i r e .  Companies A and H, 
having forded the r i v e r  and dismounted, re inforced  t h e i r  
comrades. The Shoshonis made good use of the t e r r a i n  and ground 
cover t o  i n f l i c t  a  number of c a s u a l t i e s  on the Cal i forn ians .  A 
mounted o f f i c e r ,  L t .  Darwin Chase, of Company K, was wounded. 
During the f i r s t  20 minutes of the savage f i r e  f i g h t ,  the  
Shoshonis more than held t h e i r  own--kil l ing a t  l e a s t  7 and 
wounding 20. 

6 .  Colonel Connor Ca l l s  Up H i s  Reserves and 
Redeploys H i s  Command 

Colonel Connor now crossed Bear River ,  found t h a t  h i s  men were 
f a l l i n g  th i ck  and f a s t ,  saw t h a t  the Native Americans had the 
advantage of p o s i t i o n ,  and c a l l e d  t o  Major McGarry to  p u l l  back. 
The s o l d i e r s  r e t i r e d  by squads and rees t ab l i shed  t h e i r  f i r i n g  
l i n e  some d i s t ance  from the Beaver Creek ravine.  Connor to ld  
McGarry t o  take a  score  of men, move t o  the r i g h t ,  and out f lank  
the Shoshonis. McGarry, followed by 20 dismounted caval ry  and 
covered by the f i r e  of the  men on the sk i rmish  l i n e ,  gained the 
b l u f f  on the e a s t  s i d e  of Beaver Creek upstream from the v i l l a g e .  
Coinc identa l ly ,  Captain Hoyt and the men of Company K, 3d 
C a l i f o r n i a  I n f a n t r y ,  had reached the Bear River ford.  Harking to  
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the sounds and shouts  of b a t t l e ,  Hoyt and some of h i s  s o l d i e r s  
rushed i n t o  the  icy  r i v e r ,  found an impassible b a r r i e r ,  and 
floundered back up onto the bank. The day was b i t t e r  cold and 
the f o o t  s o l d i e r s  su f fe red  a s  t h e i r  wet uniforms f r o z e  t o  t h e i r  
persons. 

Colonel Connor was omnipresent. Recognizing the infan t r y ' s  
predicament, he ordered some of the horse-holders t o  take t h e i r  
s t eeds  and t r anspor t  Hoyt and h i s  people across  Bear River. 
Hoyt's i n f a n t r y ,  a f t e r  dismounting, hastened to  the r i g h t  and 
re inforced  McGarry on the  b l u f f s .  While McGarry deployed 
Company K, h i s  dismounted cava l ry ,  from t h e i r  commanding ground, 
opened a deadly e n f i l a d e  f i r e  on the l e f t  f l a n k  of the Indians 
posted in  the Beaver Creek rav ine  and i n t o  the nearby lodges. 

Colonel Connor now took a c t i o n  to  p e r f e c t  h i s  s t r a t e g y  by 
undertaking a double envelopment of the v i l l a g e .  I f  success fu l ,  
t he re  would be no escape f o r  Bear Hunter and h i s  people. L t .  
Cyrus D. C lark ,  followed by Company K, 2d Ca l i fo rn ia  Cavalry,  
moved o f f  the f i r i n g  l i n e  and headed downstream. He posted h i s  
men a s t r i d e  Beaver Creek near  where i t  flowed i n t o  Bear River ,  
wi th  the mission of prevent ing an Indian breakout in  the 
d i r e c t i o n  of Wayland Hot Springs.  L t .  John Quinn, wi th  those men 
of Company A who had n o t  dismounted, crossed Beaver Creek 
upstream from Cla rk ' s  people and deployed h i s  troops i n t o  l i n e  
prepara tory  t o  a t t a c k i n g  n o r t h  and e a s t  a g a i n s t  the v i l l a g e '  s 
r i g h t  and r e a r .  

7 .  The Tide of B a t t l e  Turns 

Major McGarry' s re inforced  company, t h e i r  deadly en f i l ad ing  f i r e  
having given them the "bulge,"  advanced down the Beaver Creek 
hollow. The b l u f f s  commanding the hollow gave the Cal i forn ians  
favorable  ground from which t o  cover t h e i r  comrades a s  they 
fought t h e i r  way i n t o  the northern end of the v i l l a g e .  
Galvanized i n  t o  ac t ion  by McGarryl s thrus  t , Lieutenant  Quinn' s 
dismounted t roopers  c losed on the v i l l a g e  from the opposi te  
d i r ec t ion - -  the southwest. Along the skirmish l i n e  e a s t  of the 
Beaver Creek rav ine  s t ronghold , Cap t. George F. P r i c e ' s  men took 
advantage of the s i t u a t i o n  t o  again f i g h t  t h e i r  way out i n t o  the 
meadow, from where they had been dr iven e a r l i e r  by the Shoshonis1 
well-aimed small-arms f i r e .  The f i g h t ,  a s  the s o l d i e r s  entered 
the v i l l a g e ,  became hand- to-hand, i n  which the well-armed cavalry 
employed t h e i r  revolvers  wi th  deadly e f f e c t .  [ 2 3 ]  
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Some of the o f f i c e r s  were armed wi th  s ix - sho t  revolvers .  A 
p a r t i c i p a n t  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "Captain McLean had a  p i s t o l  sho t  o u t  
of h i s  r i g h t  hand ... and while drawing another wi th  the l e f t  
received a  b u l l e t  i n  the gro in . .  . ." [ 2 4 ]  Although the Native 
Americans defended t h e i r  lodges and fami l i e s  wi th  "dogged 
obs tency,"  the t i d e  of b a t t l e  turned d e c i s i v e l y  a g a i n s t  them. 
The Cal i forn ians  " s e t t l e d  themselves down t o  the work before  
them, a s  a  dray horse would s e t  himself t o  p u l l  h i s  load up 
h i l l . "  Along the f i r i n g  l i n e  e a s t  of the v i l l a g e ,  Captain P r i ce  
saw e i g h t  of h i s  men c u t  down, e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  mor ta l ly  wounded, 
but  the Indians t o  t h e i r  f r o n t  suf fered  f r i g h t f u l  l o s s e s .  Af ter  
the b a t t l e ,  P r i c e ' s  t roopers  counted 48 Indian dead heaped about. 

8 .  The Fight  Becomes a  Massacre 

Colonel Connor was wi th  P r i c e ' s  s o l d i e r s  when a  number of 
war r io r s  c u t  t h e i r  way ou t  of the rav ine  t h a t  had once afforded 
s e c u r i t y ,  bu t  had now become a  s l augh te r  pen. "A wild y e l l  from 
the troops" a l e r t e d  Connor t o  the s i t u a t i o n ,  and he c a l l e d  f o r  
L t .  George D. Conrad of Company H t o  take a  detachment, secure 
t h e i r  mounts from the horse-holders ,  and c u t  o f f  the Indians a s  
they sought to  escape ac ross  Bear River. Lieutenant  Quinn and 
h i s  mounted people joined in  the p u r s u i t .  With the Cal i forn ians  
hard on t h e i r  h e e l s ,  the  Shoshonis sought cover along the willow- 
l i n e d  r i v e r  bank. Here the re  was more "war t o  the k n i f e  and the 
k n i f e  t o  the h i l t . "  Quinn's horse was s h o t  from under him, Maj. 
P a t r i c k  A. Gallagher and Capt. David Berry were s e r i o u s l y  
wounded, and "one of the men c lose  by Colonel Connor was sho t  
from h i s  horse." A number of Indians attempted t o  s w i m  across  
the r i v e r .  Many of them were shot  by s o l d i e r s  posted on the west 
bank. Others were swept downstream t o  f i n d  refuge in  the 
t h i c k e t s  o r  drowned i n  the icy  cu r ren t .  A few escaped by 
scrambling up the b l u f f s  west of Beaver Creek. [ 2 5 ]  

The f i g h t  l a s t e d  about four  hours,  and, by 10 a.m., the blood- 
l e t t i n g  ceased. Surgeon R.K. Reed had loca ted  h i s  a i d  s t a t i o n  
near  the horse-holders '  l i n e ,  bu t  much of the combat raged a t  
such s h o r t  ranges t h a t  wounded s o l d i e r s  were l e f t  where they 
dropped. The day was b i t t e r  cold and a  number of the 
Ca l i fo rn ians  had frozen toes  and fought wi th  " f inge r s  so  frozen 
t h a t  they could n o t  t e l l  they had a  c a r t r i d g e  in  t h e i r  hands 
unless  they looked . . .." The San Francisco B u l l e t i n ' s  war 
correspondent ,  an eyewitness , informed h i s  r e a d e r s ,  "The carnage 
presented i n  the rav ine  was h o r r i b l e .  Warrior p i l e d  on warr ior  
horses mangled and wounded in  every conceivable form, wi th  here 

- .  

and the re  a  squaw and papoose, who- had been a c c i d e n t a l l y  
k i l l e d . .  . . I1  [ 2 6 ]  
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D m  The T o l l  i n  Dead and Wounded 

1 .  The M i l i t a r y ' s  

The b a t t l e  ended. The Army o f f i c e r s  assembled t h e i r  companies 
and r o l l s  were c a l l e d .  Colonel Connor found t h a t ,  of the 200 
s o l d i e r s  engaged, he t a l l i e d  14 dead e n l i s t e d  men, and 4  o f f i c e r s  
and 49 s o l d i e r s  wounded--of whom 1 o f f i c e r  and 6  men subsequently 
died of t h e i r  i n j u r i e s .  

2. A G r i m  and T e r r i b l e  Bodv Count 

Body counts have always been important,  and Connor promptly 
c a l l e d  f o r  one. He repor t ed :  

We found 224 bodies on the f i e l d .  ... How many more were 
k i l l e d  than s t a t e d  I am unable t o  say ,  a s  the condi t ion of 
the  wounded [Ca l i fo rn ians ]  rendered t h e i r  immediate removal 
a  necess i ty .  I was unable t o  [pe r sona l ly ]  examine the  
f i e l d .  I captured 175 horses ,  some arms, destroyed over 
seventy lodges,  a  l a r g e  quan t i ty  of wheat and o t h e r  
p rov i s ions ,  which had been furnished [ t h e  Shoshonis] by the 
Mormons ; l e f t  a  small  quan t i ty  of wheat f o r  the sustenance 
of 160 cap t ive  squaws and ch i ld ren ,  whom I l e f t  on the 
f i e l d .  [27] 

L t .  Col. George S. Evans of the 2d C a l i f o r n i a  Cavalry, who had 
remained a t  Camp Douglas and was n o t  on the scene,  r e l y i n g  on 
r e p o r t s  of h i s  o f f i c e r s  who were t h e r e ,  wrote ,  "we succeeded in  
almost a n n i h i l a t i n g  the band; having k i l l e d  some two hundred and 
seventy-five--224 bodies were found on the f i e l d  and a s  many as  
f i f t y  f e l l  i n  the r i v e r . . . .  " [28] 

James D m  Doty, represent ing  the Department of the I n t e r i o r  a s  
super in  tendent  f o r  Indian A f f a i r s  in  Utah T e r r i t o r y  , informed h i s  
supe r io r s  in  Washington t h a t  Shoshoni surv ivors  of the massacre 
repor ted  t h a t  255 men, women, and ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d  in  the 
engagement on Bear River.  

3 .  Cal i forn ians  Report No A d u l t  Male Wounded 
o r  P r i sone r s  

A review of the r e p o r t s  by the white es tabl ishment  of t h e i r  body 
counts ,  many more of which a r e  referenced by Brigham D m  Madsen i n  
h i s  d e f i n i t i v e  account of the c o n f l i c t ,  found in  The Shoshoni 
F r o n t i e r  and the Bear River Massacre, r e v e a l s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  the 
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sen io r  o f f i c e r s ,  nor the r e p o r t s  and s t o r i e s  to ld  by o the r  
wh i t e s ,  re ference  any Native Americans wounded o r  any male 
Shoshonis captured.  The usua l  percentage of k i l l e d  t o  wounded in  
b a t t l e s  fought during the C i v i l  War, contemporary wi th  Bear 
River ,  was four  wounded t o  one dead. Connor and h i s  s o l d i e r s  
ev iden t ly  bel ieved t h a t  the only good male Indian was a  dead 
Indian.  While n e i t h e r  Connor nor Evans l i s t e d  any Native 
American women o r  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e i r  body counts ,  Agent Do t y  
does. [29] 

4 .  How Many Dead Women and Children? 

J u s t  how many women and ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded in  the 
f i g h t ,  the  c los ing  phases of which took p lace  i n  the willow 
t h i c k e t s  and about the lodges,  has never been determined. 
Abraham C. Anderson, in  an a r t i c l e  published i n  the Union Vedette 
on January 29, 1867, the f o u r t h  anniversary of the a t t a c k ,  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "as soon a s  the squaws and ch i ld ren  a sce r t a ined  
t h a t  the  s o l d i e r s  d id  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  k i l l  them, they came o u t  of 
the rav ine  and q u i e t l y  walked t o  our r ea r . "  Anderson a l s o  noted 
t h a t  " t h r e e  women and two ch i ld ren  were a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d . "  
[30] A New York Times correspondent,  r e l y i n g  on the s t o r i e s  of 
white p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  opined t h a t  ten women had been s l a i n .  [31] A 
Native American to ld  Samuel Roskelly,  a  Cache Valley s e t t l e r ,  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  30 women had been k i l l e d  by the s o l d i e r s  "and many 
chi ldren ."  Another Cache Valley Mormon, John Martineau, reported 
90 women and ch i ld ren  dead. [32] The correspondent f o r  the 
B u l l e t i n  informed h i s  readers  in  an a r t i c l e  published i n  the San 
Francisco Al ta  C a l i f o r n i a  t h a t  120 women and ch i ld ren  had 
survived the b a t t l e .  [33] 

Only about a  score of male Shoshonis escaped the holocaust .  
Numbered among the  dead so-ca l led  war r io r s  were a  proper r a t i o  of 
hoary-haired men in  t h e i r  609, 709, and 80s.  Chief Bear Hunter 
and subchief Lehi had been k i l l e d  and the former 's  body 
mut i la ted .  Chief Sagwich escaped when he "tumbled i n t o  the River 
and f l o a t e d  down under some brush and l a y  the re  ti1 n i g h t ,  and 
a f t e r  dark he and some more warr iors  . . . took o f f  two of the 
s o l d i e r s  horses  and some of t h e i r  own ponies and went 
north."  [ 3 4 ]  
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E .  The Cal i forn ians  Return t o  Camp Douglas and Colonel 
Connor Gets a S t a r  

The Cal i forn ians  spent  the n i g h t  of January 2 9 ,  1863, camped in  
the Bear Creek bottoms. The wounded were s h e l t e r e d  in  t e n t s  and 
the remainder of the b a t t a l i o n  huddled and bedded down around 
roa r ing  f i r e s  fed by poles  taken from the Shoshonis' lodges.  
Colonel Connor had dashed o f f  a message t o  Colonel Evans a t  Camp 
Douglas, informing him of the v i c t o r y  and d i r e c t i n g  him t o  rush  
n o r t h  a r e l i e f  column wi th  medicines and r a t i o n s  t o  a s s i s t  the 
r e tu rn ing  troops.  Sleds and teams were r equ i s i t ioned  from the 
Frankl in  and Richmond Mormons to  haul the dead, wounded, and 
those wi th  the  worst  cases  of f r o s t b i t e  south  t o  Camp Douglas. 

On the morning of the 30 th ,  following a r r i v a l  of the s l e d s  and 
t h e i r  d r i v e r s ,  Connor's column crossed Bear River. N i g h t f a l l  
found the s o l d i e r s  camped a t  Frankl in .  S ix  more days Dassed 
before  the troops a r r i v e d  back a t  Camp Douglas. connor 's  a t t a c k  
on and des t ruc t ion  of Bear Hunter 's  people and v i l l a g e  earned f o r  
him a commendation from the  War Department and prompt promo t ion  
t o  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  in  the U.S. Volunteers t o  rank from 
March 30, 1863. [35] 

F. General Connor's Mailed F i s t  Brings Peace t o  Utah T e r r i t o r y  

General Connor r e t a ined  the i n i t i a t i v e  gained a t  Bear River.  In 
May, a one-company p o s t ,  Camp Connor, was e s t ab l i shed  a t  Soda 
Spr ings ,  an Oregon T r a i l  landmark, where the wagon road broke 
away from Bear River t o  reach  the d iv ide  t h a t  gave access  t o  the 
upper reaches of the Blackfoot River. P a t r o l s  opera t ing  ou t  from 
Camps Connor and Douglas and For t  Bridger from l a t e  spr ing  u n t i l  
autumn of 1863 harassed the Idaho T e r r i t o r y  Shoshonis and 
Bannocks. Soon these c h i e f s ,  f e a r i n g  the f a t e  of Bear Hunter and 
h i s  Northwestern Shoshonis, opted f o r  peace. Connor a l s o  c a r r i e d  
the war t o  the Utes and Gosiutes ,  who had been s t r i k i n g  a t  
t r a f f i c  t r a v e l i n g  the Overland Mail Route be tween S a l t  Lake Ci ty  
and For t  Ruby. 

A t  counci l s  held during the summer of 1863, General Connor and 
Superintendent  Doty made peace wi th  n e a r l y  a l l  the Native 
Americans of Utah. By October 1863, they n o t i f i e d  the Overland 
Mail Company t h a t  a l l  Indians in  Utah T e r r i t o r y  were a t  peace and 
" a l l  rou tes  of t r a v e l  through Utah T e r r i t o r y  t o  Nevada and 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  and t o  the Beaver Head and Boise r i v e r  gold mines, 
may now be used wi th  sa fe ty . "  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  o f  t h e  boundary e n c l o s i n g  t h e  s i t e  i s  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  farm road  d i v i d i n g  S e c t i o n s  9 and 
10 ,  Township 15 Sou th ,  Range 39 E a s t ,  a t  a  p o i n t  1 ,400 f e e t  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  9.  From the r e - -  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
beg inn ing- - the  E a s t  boundary of  t he  s i t e  r uns  n o r t h ,  w i t h  t h e  
e a s t  l i n e  of S e c t i o n s  4 and 9 ,  approximate ly  7,900 f e e t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  of  t he  e a s t - w e s t  farm road t h a t  i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  and 
1 ,300 f e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  n o r t h  boundary o f  S e c t i o n  4 .  The n o r t h  
boundary of  t he  s i t e  then  ex tends  due wes t  7,400 f e e t  t o  
i n t e r s e c t  t h e  Utah Power and L i g h t  power l i n e  a t  t h e  4 ,600 - foo t  
con tour  on t he  escarpment  wes t  of  B a t t l e  Creek; then sou thwes t  
w i t h  t h e  power l i n e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  c r o s s e s  over  a  farm 
road n e a r  t h e  4 ,700 - foo t  con tou r ;  then due wes t  1 ,750  f e e t  w i t h  
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  farm road  t o  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
n o r t h - s o u t h  county road a t  t h e  p o i n t  where S e c t i o n s  5 , 6 , 7 ,  and 8 
c o r n e r ;  and then s o u t h ,  w i t h  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  aforement ioned 
county  road 4 ,020 f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  1 ,400 f e e t  n o r t h  of  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  7.  From he re - - t he  southwest  c o r n e r  
o f  t he  proposed NHL--the l i n e  runs  due e a s t  10,400 f e e t  t o  t h e  
p l a c e  o f  beg inn ing .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary,  as d e s c r i b e d ,  i nc ludes  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  Northwestern 
Shoshoni  V i l l a g e ,  t h e  escarpment  s o u t h  o f  Bear River  from where 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n s  r e c o n n o i t e r e d  t he  v i l l a g e  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  
a t t a c k i n g ,  t h e  S o l d i e r s  Fo rds ,  t h e  B a t t l e  (Beaver)  Creek r a v i n e  
and hol low,  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  Northwestern Shoshonis  i n i t i a l l y  
b a t t l e d  and more than he ld  t h e i r  own a g a i n s t  Major McGarry' s 
b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  ground where Colonel  Connor b rought  up and 
deployed r e i n f o r c e m e n t s ,  t h e  massacre  s i t e  where t h e  Northwestern 
Shoshonis  sough t  t o  escape  t he  f u r y  of  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n s ,  and t h e  
P ionee r  Women's H i s t o r i c a l  Memorial. Homes and improvements, 
a l ong  w i t h  r o a d s ,  i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l s  and d i t c h e s ,  e t c . ,  made i n  
t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  1860s t o  s u p p o r t  r anch ing  and farming 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  do n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t he  
r e s o u r c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b a t t l e ,  and massacre .  


